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out that signing such a declaration amounts to repudiating Hindu-
ism and Islam in the matter of marriage. If the law recognized
only the first wife, that would be a different matter. In this case,
no Hindu or Muslim would be acting contrary to his religion.
Recognition of such marriages would safeguard the rights of hund-
reds of Indians and these Indians will generally have only one
wife. The Government is committed to recognizing the wife in a
monogamous marriage. The law here also does that The Coin-
mission, or anyone else for that matter, has no right to tie us
down for the foture. True, the [exclusive] recognition of mono-
gamous marriages is likely to curb the practice of polygamy. Which
husband will like to have one wife legally recognized and another
treated as a concubine?

Less than this we cannot accept* More than this it is almost
impossible that we can get. In any case, it seems satyagraha will
not be justified for securing more. If our demands are met as
above, the honour [of our religions] will have been upheld and
hundreds of Indian families will have a chance of being happy.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-2-1914

263. IMPORTANT IMMIGRATION CASES

There have been two important immigration cases in Natal.
As we were busy writing on other matters, we have had so far no
time to explain them. We take the opportunity of doing so now.
In one case, an unusual one, the judgment was given by Justice
Broome. The Indian concerned might have had to leave this
country altogether. The position was this : The petitioner, who
arrived from India in October last, was not permitted to come in.
He did not appeal against this as required by law. He went back
to India, but came again in January. Again the officer stopped
Mm. This time the petitioners lawyer obtained an interdict from
the Supreme Court, which prevented the officer from deporting
Mm, finally, the Attorney-General conducted an inquiry and
found that the petitioner had been wrongly sent back and that he
was entitled to stay in NataL His right of residence, thus, was re-
cognized, having been admitted by the Attorney-General. But
the Court had yet to decide who should pay the expenses incurred
m obtaining the interdict against the officer. Deciding the point,

Justice Broome held that there was TO provision it| the law